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Celebrating Our 35th Year in Publication

CLUB MEETINGS ARE HELD AT THE SCHAUMBURG
RECREATION CENTER ON THE SOUTHEAST
CORNER OF SPRINGINSGUTH AND BODE ROADS.
OUR NETS ARE HELD EVERY THURSDAY (except
Meeting nights ) AT 8PM ON THE K9IIK REPEATER;
145.23 MHz. -600 kHz WITH 107.2 Hz PL

Club Calendar of Events

February 2010

Wed 3 | 7:00 PM Board of Directors meeting 0
Schaumburg Airport

Thu 4 | 8:00 PM Club Info Net 8 145.230 NCS:
OPEN

Sat 6| 8:00AM Official Saturday Morning
Breakfast 8 Maxfields

Sat 6 | 9:00 AM VE Testing Session &
Schaum burg CRC

Thu 11 | 8:00 PM Club Info Net 8 145.230 NCS:
OPEN

Sat 13 | 8:00 AM Construction Project o
Schaumburg Tennis Plus

Thu 18 | 7:00pm | Club Meeting - CRC

Thu 25 | 8:00 PM Club Info Net 8 145.230 NCS:
OPEN

Sat 27 | 8:00 AM Construction Project o
Schaumburg Tennis Plus

March 2010

Wed 3 | 7:.00 PM Board of Directors meeting o)
Schaumburg Airport

Thu 4 | 8:00 PM Club Info Net 8 145.230 NCS:
OPEN

Sat 6 | 8:00 AM Official Saturday Morning
Breakfast & Maxfields

Sat 6 | 9:00 AM VE Testing Session &
Schaumburg CRC

Thu 11 | 8:00 PM Club Info Net 8 145.230 NCS:
OPEN

Sat 13 | 8:00 AM Construction Project &
Schaumburg Tennis Plus

Thu 18 | 7:00 pm Club Meeting - CRC

Thu 25 | 8:00 PM Club Info Net 8 145.230 NCS:
OPEN

Sat 27 | 8:00 AM Construction Project &
Schaumburg Tennis Plus

Wed 30 | 7:00 PM Board of Directors meeting o}
Schaumburg Airport

Club Nets:

Technical information net. Every Tuesday
night at 7:30 pm. On the SARC Repeater
145.23 MHz. -600 kHz WITH 107.2 Hz PL. Bring

your Q&ADds

Thursday nights are the

2 meter general

information net on the SARC Repeater 145.23

MHz.-600 kHz WITH 107.2 Hz PL.

(Except meeting nights)

at 8:00 PM.

Hanging Antennas the Easy Way 0
Say Hello to My Little PAL
Kent Ochs - W9KAO

Do | feel
East woo

0 Y ove got to ask yourself one question: '

lucky ?* Well, do ya punk ?é
Harry, 1971)

(Clint

From time to time | have felt the need to operate
out in the field where large 120 foot high
cylindrical antenna mounts (water tanks) do not
exist. There are often tall, wooden mounts, with
multiple support arms (tre es), but getting an
antenna up there can be quite the chore.

|l dve tried throwing |lines up,
candt shoot a bow and arrow,
days are |l ong past. |l dve con
mounted grenade launchers, mortars, and mis sile

launchers, but all that would do is get me in
trouble with Homeland (In)Security. (No honestly
your Honor, all | was trying to do was get my
antenna up in a tree!)

It was in my time of deep despair over how | was

going to get my G5Rédepoéebsn
wave tuning stub completely off the ground, that |

discovered my little PAL, the Pneumatic Antenna

Launcher. oK, it doesndt act
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but it does make putting lines up and over trees to The heart of the PAL is the air dump valve.
pull antennas up as easy as three, two, 0 ne, fire. Performance is determined by how quickly you can
And better yet, in this post 911 world, it is BATFE dump the air in the pressure chamber into the
(Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and barrel. This is truly a case of bigger is better,
Explosives) approved! Really! Just follow this link: within reason. A 16 valve 1is
required for proper operation. It is also the
http://www.spudtech.com/content.asp?i d=13 economical choice at around $10 as opposed to
$60 for a 26 valve. Dondt ev
The Pneumatic Antenna Launcher is nothing more j6 val ve. My design used the
than a PVC plastic, air powered, spud gun. Of Watermaster 16 jar top | awn s
course, it is difficult to tie string or fishing line to a modified for pneumatic operation. The
potato, so this version uses a nice soft tennis ball modification was a fairly simple process. | really
(with a few pennies added) to get the job s afely likethe concept of using a ball
done. With as little as 30psi of air pressure, my Pictures and instructions on how to do it can be
little PAL, can launch a fishing line up and over a found here:
4006 tree in a single bound. To see a Pneumatic
Antenna Launcher carried to the extreme, follow http://www.thehalls  -in-
this link: bfe.com/GGDT/library/valve orbitl mod.html
http://www.heavy.com/video/ball -cannon -6951 Of course, another key part is the pressure
chamber. I chose 306 PVC pipe
So | know you are saying to yourself, how do | get a short 26 section at Home De
my hands on one of these babies. Well, you can having to buy a 106 section |
purchase kits online, |just Go opipdeé&neadedn Ehe mia df thumb is the chamber
antenna | auncherséo. But dr eal lvglume size (gusck math tessonf uViolunee nyjnger = Pi
less expensive to purchase the PVC, sprinkler r? h) should be equal or greater than the volume of
valve, and other associated parts and put one the barrel. The limiting factor is the ability of the
together yourself. air dump valve to move the air from the chamber

to the barrel.
But first, an obligatory legal disclaimer:

Of course you need a way to put air pressure into
The manufacturers of PVC pipe products, the the pressure chamber. This is done by way of a
Schaumburg Amateur Radio Club, the author, the Schrader valve that | tapped
author s heirs, and anyone ever cauplerbusting asseohblywijusthdrilled the correct
the author do not endorse, recommend, or sized hole and twisted the valve in. Many people
otherwise encourage the use of PVC pipe to hold also tap in a pressure gauge and a 125psi pressure
large amounts of compressed air. We are not reli ef valve. | found both to be unnecessary as the
responsible if you decide to put 1000psi of air portable electric tire pump | use to pressurize the
pressure into a freezing cold p iece of PVC pipe, chamber has a pressure gauge on it and | never
designed to hold 300psi of water at room plan on putting 125psi into the chamber (See
temperature, and then drop it on the ground disclaimer above).

producing an explosion of sharp plastic shrapnel.
The hardest thing to fatend i s

Yes, itis true that PVC is not the best material to pipe needed to fit the diameter of the tennis ball. |

use to hold compressed air and manufacturers do was able to find one supplier, Bushnell in Des

not recommend using their products to hold Pl ai nes, I L. Yes, I did have
compressed air. PVC pipe is brittle at cold section for a whopping $1.03/ft. They also had all

temperatures and overly pliable at high the 2.56 fittings | needed as
temperatures. When it shatters it does produce

sharp plastic pieces. When used at reasonable How you fi t everything together is really up to you.
temperatures with reasonable level s of air | did take the time to thoroughly prime the PVC

pressures these devices should be reasonably safe. and used copious amounts of heavy duty PVC glue,

At a minimum, | would recommend the use of allowing everything to dry for several days before

safety glasses as a reasonable safety precaution. use. The picture below shows how I fit all my

Have | scared you yet? If not, please read on. components togeth  er.

OK, so you ask, what do | need and how do | put

one o f these wonder gadgets together? | am not

going to go into great detail on the o0how todé in this
article, but I will point you to the references and

supply sources | used to construct my little PAL.


http://www.spudtech.com/content.asp?id=13
http://www.heavy.com/video/ball-cannon-6951
http://www.thehalls-in-bfe.com/GGDT/library/valve_orbit1_mod.html
http://www.thehalls-in-bfe.com/GGDT/library/valve_orbit1_mod.html
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1" Female
Threaded
2.5 Coupler 2.5" to 1" Bushing 190° Elbow

Connector|

1" Male
{Threaded
[Connector|

-

1/4 Ball Valve '
Safety i &
Lol

Blow Gun
Trigger

3" PVC Air Chamber
~16" Long

My ideas came from this website:

http://www.antennalaunchers.com/antlaunching.ht
ml

I mounted a fishing reel on a
easy removal from the barrel. The fishing line is
connected to the tennis ball with a steel leader

with a swivel barrel. I

up, but I got the sprinkler valve off EBay for $10, |

spent $16 at Bushnell for the
piece of 36 PVC pipe visadckifl $4.

have another $30 in other parts, bring the total
cost somewhere around $60.

Tamp the tennis ball into the barrel, press the
button on the reel, set the safety, pressurize the
chamber, release the safety, and you are ready to
fire. Thereisnob etter way to get lines up into
trees. This Pneumatic Antenna Launcher makes
my day!

AGS5T presents the *  new " amateur radio dictionary

AMPLIFIER - Police cop on 14.195 who gets louder
and louder with each transmission.

BAREFOOT - How most hams in the tr

BEAM - What hams do after busting a really tough
pileup.
BEVERAGE - Coffee, tea, milk, soda, beer.

BREAK - Usually happens when you drop a piece of
equipment

opics operate.

BUREAU - Chest of drawers where you keep
100,000 QSL cards.

CLUSTER - What ham s do when the doughnuts
arrive at the club meeting.

h av e nbathroom.ot al ed

COAX - Another term for telling the radio operator
to please come to dinner.

CODE - How it might feel when it's snowing
outside.

DUCTING - Winterizing your shack with a special
kind of tape.

DX WINDOW - Nice to have near your radio so you
can see how bad the lightning is outside.

ELMER - They make a popular brand of glue.

EMISSIONS - What happens if beans are served at
Field Day.

FEEDLINE - Telling a fib at your radio club meeting.

FULL QUIETING - The rest of the family is away
while you are contesting.

FREQUENCY - The number of times within 10
minutes that a yl has to call her om to dinner.

HERTZ - What happens when you get shocked.

INPUT - What you hear from the police on 14.195,
21.295 etc.

INSULATOR - Used to keep your drinks hot or cold.
TA 5 Ghangq VUdave §f yopngHeard tgapd
P'signal.
LONG PATH - Distance from your radio to your
everything
CR WAVE A qtuwk place to fi fJ( {neﬁal SO 3§)U~

Sc} e sur pr
MODE - What hams have to use after having a few
beers.

PATCH - What you will need to do to the hole in
your wall after you find out the super rare
dxpedition was the previous weekend.

PHASE - Whether you are currently in the mood for
dxing, contesting or ragchewing.

PICKET FENCING - Taking a break from dxing to
decorate your yard.

PILEUP - What the leaves are doing in your yard
while you spend all your time dxing.

REPEATER- The police that tells you what the
police just said on 14.195.

RIG - What some might be tempte d to do to their

contest scores.

RTTY - Often mispelled version of ratty, a
description of some ham shacks.

SENSITIVITY - Ability to take criticism on air for
transmitting on the wrong VFO.

SKIP - When you stay home from work so you can
work the dxpedit ion.

SLIM - See IOTA.

SPLATTER - Flying insects are hitting your
bugcatcher antenna.


http://www.antennalaunchers.com/antlaunching.html
http://www.antennalaunchers.com/antlaunching.html
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SPLIT - What you might want to do after calling the
dx on his frequency 27 times when he is not
listening there.

SPURS - Worn by hams that are cowboys.

SQUELCH - What some people might want to do to
you for playing radio too long.

SWITCH - Decide to change from cw to SSB.

THIRD-PARTY - Your third contesting effort of the
year.

TUNER - It tastes pretty good on a sandwich.

VOLTAGE - The number of years the electrons have
been there.

WATT - Asking for a repeat from a 2x2 station - you
are 59, WATT is your callsign WATT is your
callsign?

WAVELENGTH - The number of times a yl has to
wave at her om to come to the dinner table.

WORK - Where you should be instead of dxin g.
YAGI - He managed the Mets and Yankees.

ZERO BEAT - Number of times you worked Heard
Island with your  QRP signal and how you feel
afterwards.

73 - Number of times some people will continue to
call on the dx's frequency even though he is
obviously ope rating a split QSO.

Submitted by; WORAP  Ray Parsons
Originally from  http://www.gsl.net/ag5t/funny.html
via the e www.w9joz.org website.

Minutes of the Board of Directo
January 6, 2010

rs Meeting &

Club Officers / Board Members / Committee
Chairpersons present:

Cliff Sowka, K9QD

Kent Ochs, W9KAO

Bob Mclintyre, WODXR
Annie Mitchell, KCOCUN
Mark Deelsnyder, KBO9VHA
Mel Luxenburg, WOFRT
Jim Campbell KBORGU

The meeting was called to order by at 7:12 pm by
Annie Mitchell.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Tr easur er d0sKerR@chsxeparted there is a
balance of $3,255.75 as of the end of December.

Kent presented an accounting of income and
expenditures for 2009 and a proposed budget for
2010. Jim Campbell moved that we accept the
budget as presented by Kent. Annie Mitchell

seconded the motion. The motion passed
unanimously.

Secr et ar y d&Thebeapdanedting room
reservations are complete for 2010. There will be
tw 0 meetings which will be held on Tuesday due to
meeting room conflicts and otherwise will be held
on Wednesday.

Pr esi dent d0LliffRepqrtedrthiat he obtained
several low cost multi  -meters and a few tools to
put into a kit which can be presented to persons
passing their ham radio exam as a complimentary

gift from the club. This will be done on a trial basis
until April of this year to see if it helps promote

new members for the club.

Membership & No Report..
Public Service dNo report.

RHG New sletter/Publicity  dMark Deelsnyder
reported the RHG is being prepared to be issued.
Articles are still needed for upcoming RHG issues.
At least one new article has come in for the
January issue.

Repeater System & Rob Glowacki reported that the
rep eater is working fine. There are a few logistic
problems with working at the transmitter site. A

new link receiver is available to be installed.

Construction Project  dConstruction project
meetings are being held on the 2 ndand 4 "
Saturdays of the mon  th and will continue through
April of this year.

VE Testing/eBay Sales & Larry Carr will not be able
to do testing for a month or two but will still
conduct testing when he returns.

Social Activities
last month on

d The club holiday party was held
Thursday, December 17 .

Nets dThe club information net is held at 8pm on
Thursday night. Technical netis 7:30pm on
Tuesday evenings. A new net chairperson is
needed.

Education 9 Annie Mitchell has been investigating
what to do for club educatio n activities. She asked
the board for input on what we have done in the

past and suggestions for this year.

Fox Hunt & Fox hunts will begin again next Spring.

Meeting Programs & The board discussed ideas for
new programs for next year.

Em-comm & No report

Field Day o No report

4


http://www.qsl.net/ag5t/funny.html
http://www.w9joz.org/
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attendance has been light the last few sessions.

OLD BUSINESS Please bring in ham radio equipment if you need
help with repairs. Meetings are held on the s econd
REVIEW OF RECURRING CLUB CALENDAR and fourth Saturdays at Tennis Plus on Payne road.

Several voltage monitors are still available.
Articles may now be submitted for the December

RHG. RHG/Publicity dPlease send articles in to Mark
Deelsnyder. General articles on ham radio related
NEW BUSINESS topics are needed or items for sale. You can even
submit a picture of your shack. Submitting an
Kent Ochs nominated Annie Mitchell to run the article for the RHG could get your name put into a
board meetings each month. The motion carried. drawing at year -end.
ADJOURNMENT Education 98 Annie, KC9CUN would like to hold
Meeting closed at 9:20 PM. classes for basic electronics and technician
licensing. She is looking for instructors to help
Respectfully submitted by Bob Mcintyre, WODXR teach classes. Please contact her if you are
Secretary interested.
Minutes of the Regular Meeting Em-Comm & No report tonight. If you are
Schaumburg Amateur Radio Club, Inc interested in volunteering to help with Em -comm
Thursday, January 21, 2010 please contact Bob Langsfeld, WB9TZC.
President, Cliff Sowka, K9QD, called the meeting to Program Chair 0 Program ideas are needed and a
order at 7:09 PM. There  were 32 people in new program ch airperson is also needed. Please
attendance at the meeting. The question for the send your program ideas.
evening was: OAre you going to the Hamfest on
Sunday? 0 Fund Raisihg 0Ki m Bettasso is | ooki
and saveod events for the club
OLD BUSINESS method to raise additional funds.
Treasur er @KentCehsdNKAO reported
that the club has a balance of $3,255.70 at year EBay Sales & No report tonight.
end. Thislastyea r our dues did not cover our
expenses but Ebay sales and other revenue made VE Testing 0 Testing is held on the first Saturday of
up the difference. the month from 9am to 12 noon. Larry Carr will be

out of town but will work on giving tests when he
APPROVAL OF MI NUTES AND TREASU&ERGS

REPORT

A motion was made by DJ Traxler, WA9UBR and Social Events & There are no events scheduled for
seconded by Mel Luxenburg, WIOFRT to accept the January. A group of club members is planning on
Treasur er s a rsdepoB asprinted imthey 6 going tot he Hamfest.

December RHG. The motion carried by unanimous

vote. Fox Hunting & Fox hunts are over until next Spring

somewhere around April.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Field Day 6 KC9QGH, Geoff Stevens is looking for a

Net Control & We are currently in need of a new net chairperson or co -chairperson for Field Day this

control chairperson. year.

Membership & No report this evening. NEW BUSINESS

Public Service 8 No report this evening. The club is There are two scheduled programs for this

also looking for a chairperson in this area. evening. (1) WA9ZEO Mike Bafaro will give a
presentation on Amateur TV. (2) NF9C Ed Bohlke

Repeater & Rob, N9MVO, reported that the Will make a presentation on Electromagnetism .

repeater is working fine. A new link receiver and 2

meter exciter are ready to go in the transmit site KM9N was voted in as a new member .

as soon as he can gain access to the repeater

room area. The regular meeting was closed at 7:30 pm

Construction Project 8 Ted Lester, AB9SZ, reported Respectfully submitted by Bob Mcl ntyre, WODXR

that the construction project is in operation and Secretary
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FOR SALE

SARC received a donation of a vintage radio: NC98
Receiver from National 8s
AM, CW, (no SSB). 540Khz to 30MHz. Some rust on
front panel but careful cleaning may diminish. The
rig currently works  but has either alignment or

audio weakness that need attention. Just needs
some TLC. 9x16% x 10%, 30lbs.

f ami |

The club is holding a silent auction for those who

wish to own this piece of history. If you wish to
bid for the NC98 Receiver, submit your best a nd
final offer to Kent Ochs, Club Treasurer, before the
February meeting (bids close 7PM February 18th).

Highest bid received wins the rig.

Bids due before start of 7PM Meeting February
18th and addressed to: Kent Ochs, W9KAO

SARC Logo Merchandise

Our 2 logo's have been registered with Cabela's
corporatte ou}‘fitters. Their catalog is online at:
y o I'ne equipment .

www.corporateoutfitter.cabelas.com

After you decide what you want, it is best to
order by phone. ( 877 - 892 - 4424 )

You will need to provide them with:
Our customer number: 44833693

The account is in my name:
Carl Peterson, 306 R ush St., Roselle, IL 60172

You will need YOUR credit card number. The
items will be shipped directly to YOUR house.
Below are copies of each Logo. The Logo

number, which is needed at the time of
ordering, is located in the lower right hand
corner. Note that we have registered 2
different Logo's.

If I can be of any help, don't hesitate to
contact me.

Carl Peterson, KBOWCA 630 295 8240

Logo #30017580


mailto:kentochs@sbcglobal.net
http://www.corporateoutfitter.cabelas.com/
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VE TESTING RESULTS
NEXT EXAMS:

Schaumburg Amateur Radio Club
Mont hly Treasurerods

Joes

March 6, 2010
Park District CRC ; Sr. Lo unge .
Results for Jan. 2, 20 10, test session:

)
ZINAS

December , 2009

NUMBER NEW LICENSE or
CLASS TESTED UPGRADE Beginning Balance $3,330.88
Technician 1 1 Expenses
General 3 2 Debit Card 8 ATT Phone Bill $30.55
Extra 2 g 1034 - RHG Printing $13.00
NEW LICENSES: 1035 6 ARRL Membership 0 Club
nets $2.00 $37.00
*HTECHNICIAN 1036 & Kim Bettasso 0 party
Michael Stetler KC9RDS
expenses $316.58
week . GENERAL*#+ Total Expe nses $397.13
Yanko Yankov KCORDT
Deposits
UPGRADES: Party Receipts $322.00
ek GENERAL*™ Total Receipts $322 .00
David Sims K9KBM Ending Balance $3.255.75
The SARC-sponsored VE exam sessions are held at
9:00 a.m. on the first Saturday of each month 2010 SARC OFFICERS
(unlessi it is a holiday or advised to the contrary by
Schaumburg Park District) at Schaumburg President: CIiff Sowka K9QD
Community Rec Center (CRC) ;505 N. Spr inginsguth Vice Pres. Russell Schmidt KCIONUV
Road; Schaumburg, IL. The CRC is located at the Secretary: Bob Mcintyre WOIDXR
S.E. corner of Springsinsguth and Bode Road. Park Treasurer: Kent Ochs WOKAO
in the North lot and enter through the North doors. Director: Annie Mitchell KC9CUN
Testing willbe int  he Senior Lounge just inside the Director: Bob Mcintyre WODXR
doors. Signs will be posted to guide th e way to the Director: Bruce Widenhoefer KB9JEJ
room. Director: Geoff Stevens KA9QGH
Dire ctor: Jim Campbell KB9RGU
The fee for taking a VE exam is $14.00.
According to the FCC, the test fee allows an CLUB COMMITTEES
examinee one attempt to pass or fai! gach of the Programs _ Open -
three examination elements. In addition, the order Social Activities Kim Bettasso
in which the examination elements are taken is not )
restricted; they may be  taken out of sequence Members hip - Open -
Education Annie Mitchell, KCO9CUN
As in the past, an identical fee will be assessed to Public Service - Open -

any applicant who fails an exam and wants to retest
at the same session. The only condition is that the

Emergency Communications
Special Events / Field Day

Bob Langsfeld, WB9TZC
Geoff Stevens, KA9QGH

same exam (identical set of questions) cannot be o
given to the Publications Mark Deelsnyder, KB9VHA
applicant. Since all our exams are unique, this is not Publicity Mark Deelsnyder, KB 9VHA
a problem at our sessions. Net - Open -

Technical Assistance Bill Smead, K9IlIM
Larry Carr NO9A Fund Raisin - Open -
W5YI-VEC CVE & Test Session Manager 9 i P i
847 -593 -8658 Fox Hunt Coordinator Bruce Widenhoefer, KB9JEJ
E mail: NO9A@ARRL.NET Repeater Rob Glowacki, NOMVO



mailto:N09A@ARRL.NET

Schaumburg Amateur Radio Club

P.O. Box 68251
Schaumburg, IL. 60168-0251

profit corporation in the State of lllinois to
render public service whenever applicable
to the needs of the community and further
various pursuits of amateur radio as a
hobby. Meetings are generally held on
the third Thursday of each month. Visitors
are always welcome.

Thursday Night 8:00 Net

Please send all submissions for the Radio
S.A.R.C. Repeater Hill Gazette to the following address:
SCHAUMBURG AMATEUR RADIO
CLUB, INC. 790 Washington Blvd.

145.230 MHz - 600 kHz Hoffman Estates, IL 60169-3077

PL=107.2

Or E-mail to: sarcrhg@comcast.net
442.275 MHz +5 MHz We solicit letters, articles, news items,
PL=114.8 Hz quizzes, advertisements, suggestions, and

criticism -- plus anything else you can
Don't forget to check into the net! It will *

only take a minute and will let other club
members know how you sound on the
club repeater. The net features current
club news, weekly NEWSLINE, news from
other clubs and (of course) the swap-and-
shop. Encourage your friends who are not
yet members to check in with as well.
Keep in mind that this is an open net and
we encourage everyone to check in. See
you Thursday at 8p.m.

The Schaumburg Amateur Radio Club,
Inc., is organized as a general not-for-




