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Club Calendar of Events

CLUB MEETINGS ARE HELD AT THE SCHAUMBURG
RECREATION CENTER ON THE SOUTHEAST
CORNER OF SPRINGINSGUTH AND BODE ROADS.
OUR NETS ARE HELD EVERY THURSDAY (except
Meeting nights) AT 8PM ON THE K9IIK REPEATER;
145.23 MHz.-600 kHz WITH 107.2 Hz PL
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Please join us on March 18 @
7:00 pm at the CRC.

Cliff Sowka will give a presentation
on Semiconductors. Basic
semiconductors, IC’s Packaging,
Wafers. Bring your questions for

March 2010

Wed 3 | 7:00 PM Board of Directors meeting —
Schaumburg Airport

Thu 4 | 8:00 PM Club Info Net = 145.230 NCS: OPEN

Sat 6 | 8:00 AM Official Saturday Morning Breakfast
- Maxfields

Sat 6 | 9:00 AM VE Testing Session — Schaumburg
CRC

Thu 11 | 8:00 PM Club Info Net = 145.230 NCS: Leo -
N9NBH

Sat 13 | 8:00 AM Construction Project — Schaumburg
Tennis Plus

Thu 18 | 7:00 pm Club Meeting - CRC

Thu 25 | 8:00 PM Club Info Net = 145.230 NCS: Bob -
WIDXR

Sat 27 | 8:00 AM Construction Project — Schaumburg
Tennis Plus

Wed 30 | 7:00 PM Board of Directors meeting —
Schaumburg Airport
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April 2010

Thu 1 | 8:00 PM Club Info Net = 145.230 NCS: Rob
NIMVO

Sat 3 | B:00AM Official Saturday Morning Breakfast
- Maxfields

Sat 3| 9:00 AM VE Testing Session — Schaumburg
CRC

Thu 8 | 8:00 PM Club Info Net = 145.230 NCS: Russ -
KCONUV

Sat 10 | 8:00 AM Construction Project — Schaumburg
Tennis Plus

Thu 15 | 7:00 pm | ¢yl Meeting - CRC

Thu 22 | 8:00 PM Club Info Net — 145.230 NCS: Leo -
NSNBH

Sat 24 | 8:00 AM Construction Project — Schaumburg
Tennis Plus

Thu 29 | 8:00 PM Club Info Net — 145.230 NCS: Bob -
WIDXR

Club Nets:
Technical information net. Every Tuesday night at 7:30
pm. On the SARC Repeater 145.23 MHz.-600 kHz
WITH 107.2 Hz PL. Bring your Q&A’s

Thursday nights are the 2 meter general information
net on the SARC Repeater 145.23 MHz.-600 kHz WITH
107.2 Hz PL. at 8:00 PM. (Except meeting nights)

Cliff.
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What Should Every Ham Know
How to Do?

By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU

On the HamRadioHelpGroup mailing list, there was
recently a discussion about using modulated CW on
2m. One fellow pointed out that MFJ sold a unit that
would do this. When | pointed out that this box cost
$100 and that they could do exactly the same thing
with the $18 PicoKeyer from HamGadgets.Com, | got
some flack that the PicoKeyer was a kit, and that some
people might not be able to build it.

| pointed out that a couple of years ago our club held
a construction night, and that several people who had
never soldered before successfully completed the kit. |
also pointed out that even if the ham didn’t have the
proper tools, he or she could purchase a soldering
iron, needle-nose pliers, and diagonal cutters, in
addition to the kit, for less than $100.

| don't know if that convinced him, but it got me
thinking about what a ham should be able to do. This
is the list I've come up with so far:

1. Solder. Every ham should know how to solder a
connection, and by extension, build small kits and
cables. Over the course of one’s ham career, this skill
will save you a ton of time and money.

2. Build a dipole antenna. The dipole is the simplest
and most versatile antenna. Knowing how to build one
and use one is an essential skill.

3. Check into a net. Net operation is one of the most
basic operating skills.

4. Use a multimeter to measure voltage, current, and
resistance and know what those measurements mean.
This is the most basic skill used in troubleshooting, and
at some point or another, you're going to have to
troubleshoot something.

This list does, of course, imply that a ham is physically
capable of doing them. | would not expect hams that
are physically disabled to be able to do everything on
this list.

After | posted this to my blog (www.kbénu.com), | got
several good responses. Jeff said, "l believe hams
should know how to install RF connectors, particularly
the three most used in our hobby, the PL-259, the BNC,
and the N connector." Blair, WB3AWI, replied,

"Another thing that hams should know how to do is to
measure the SWR of an antenna."

So, now | ask you, What do you think every ham
should know how to do? Feel free to post a comment
to my blog or e-mail me at cwgeek@kbénu.com.

Where are the Ham Radio
Hackers?

By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU

On the Ten-Tec Omni VII Yahoo Group
(http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Ten-Tec-Omni-VIl/),
one ham wrote:

"If | was 17 years-old | would be hacking I-phones and
other items like George Hotz, the 17 year-old from

New Jersey who was able to unlock the Apple I-phone
so that it could be used on other cell service networks.

"When | was his age, | was hacking dial telephones.
Then one day the phone company showed up at my
house. My parents were not impressed with my
technical abilities.

"This morning there is a story that George has just
hacked the 'un-hackable' Sony 3 Play Station. He says
the hack was 95% software and 5% hardware.

"A quick check of the modifications site run by that guy
over in Denmark, shows that there are NO MODS for
the O7...interesting. | just wonder how many strange
and wonderful things can be done with those 36
buttons/switches on the front panel. Can the O7 be
made even better2"

In my reply, | asked, "Why stop at pressing some
buttons on the front panel?2 Why doesn't someone
really hack the Omni VIl and develop a completely
new software package for it2" Rigs like the Omni VII
and the Elecraft K3 would seem to be perfect
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