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Club Calendar of Events
April 2010

CLUB MEETINGS ARE HELD AT THE SCHAUMBURG
RECREATION CENTER ON THE SOUTHEAST
CORNER OF SPRINGINSGUTH AND BODE ROADS.
OUR NETS ARE HELD EVERY THURSDAY (except
Meeting nights) AT 8PM ON THE K9iiK REPEATER;
145.23 MHz.-600 kHz WITH 107.2 Hz PL

Thu 1| 8:00 PM Club info Net — 145.230 NCS: Rob
N9MVO

Sat 3 | 8:00 AM
Official Saturday Morning
Breakfast — Maxfields

Sat 3| 9:00 AM VE Testing Session - Schaumburg
CRC

Thu 8 | 8:00 PM Club Info Net —~ 145.230 NCS:
Russ - KCONUV

Sat 10 | 8:00 AM Construction Project -
Schaumburg Tennis Plus

Thu 15 | 7:00pm | cjyp Meeting - CRC

Thu 22 | 8:00 PM Club info Net - 145.230 NCS: Leo
- NONBH

Sat 24 | 8:00 AM Construction Project ~
Schaumburg Tennis Plus

Thu 29 | 8:00 PM Club Info Net -~ 145.230 NCS:
Bob - W9DXR

May 2010

Sat 1| 8:.00 AM Official Saturday Morning
Breakfast - Maxfields

Sat 1| 9:00 AM VE Testing Session - Schaumburg
CRC

Wed 5| 7:00 PM Board of Directors meeting —
Schaumburg Airport

Thu 6 | 8:00 PM Club Info Net -~ 145.230 NCS:
Rob - N9MVO

Thu 13 | 8:00 PM Club Info Net -~ 145.230 NCS:
Russ - KCONUV

Fri- 14- Dayton Hamvention

Sun 16

Thu 20 | 7:00 pm Club Meeting - CRC

Thu 27 | 8:00 PM Club Info Net - 145.230 NCS:
Bob - WODXR

Club Nets:

Technical information net - Every Tuesday night at
7:30 pm. On the SARC Repeater 145.23 MHz.-600
kHz WITH 107.2 Hz PL. Bring your Q&A’s

Thursday nights are the 2 meter general
information net on the SARC Repeater 145.23
MHz.-600 kHz WITH 107.2 Hz PL. at 8:00 PM.
(Except meeting nights)

Severe Weather Spotting 2010

The discussion at the 18 March monthly
meeting indicated that the current SARC
emergency plan does not guarantee that the
SARC net will open during severe weather
events. However, | expect there are still
enough trained weather spotters in SARC to
have observers active during National
Weather Service warnings and watches. For
those trained spotters, it is important to know
the current state of the NWS ham radio call in
service. Even untrained spotters can report
what they see, giving enough detail to be
useful to the NWS.

The direct link into NWS LOT, the Chicago
NWS office in Romeoville, is through the
Fishfar repeater network. However, this
network needs to minimize traffic into itself
and forwarding traffic onto the NWS office.
Therefore, individual spotters’ radio reports
are entered into local Skywarn nets. The
applicable net for our area, report guidelines
and the thresholds for severe weather reports
to an NWS office are these:

Spotter Reporting
Procedures

* From radio or cellular phone-equipped vehicles,
report severe weather observations to a central
collection point and request them to relay the
report to the National Weather Service. This would
be a local 911 phone call or the North Chicago
Skywarn network on NORA at 147.09 MHz, offset
+600kHz, PL 107.2 and on NSRC at 442.725 MHz,
offset +5MHz, PL 114.8.

Report promptly as the storm may interrupt
communications.
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Report Briefly:

What you have seen: tornado, funnel cloud,
rotating wall cloud, waterspout, flash flooding, etc.
Where you saw it: the direction and distance from
a known location, i.e., an intersection of roads or
the distance from a known landmark such as 0.5
miles west of Woodfield Mall. To avoid confusion,
make sure you report the event location and not
your location.

When you saw it: make sure you note the time of
your observation.

What it was doing: describe the storm’s direction
and speed of travel, size and intensity, and
destructiveness. Include any amount of
uncertainty as needed, i.e., “funnel cloud; no
debris visible at the surface, but too far away to be
certain it is not on the ground.”

Identify yourself and your location. Give spotter
code number if you have one.

Report hazardous observations to
the National Weather Service:

1. Tornado, funnel cloud, waterspout, or rotating
wall cloud.

2. Large hail, L inch or more along the major axis
(used to be 0.75 inches).

3. Damaging winds {greater than 58 mph).

4. Flash flooding, but not simply 1 inch of water.

5. Rainfall intensity greater than 1 inch per hour.

If traffic on the net is light you may report
observations of lesser magnitude, but make sure
not to block more hazardous observations coming
in during intense weather conditions. The
objective is to provide the National Weather
Service with the most severe conditions at each
moment so they can properly update watches and
warnings in a timely manner. Your North Chicago
Skywarn net control operator will prioritize
observations and pass the most severe
observations on to the National Weather Office in
an orderly manner.

For those interested in NWS weather spotter
training, the education program is almost over for
2010. Here are the remaining sessions:

March, 2010 - Upcoming Day City, State, Time,
Location, Contact

30 DeKalb, IL {(DeKalb County} 7:00pm CDT Room
144 Faraday Hall, Northern [llinois University
Contact Information: 815-753-5492

31 Sandwich, IL (DeKalb County) 7:00pm CDT
Community Room, Sandwich Opera House, 144 E.
Railroad Ave. Contact Information: 815-786-2261

April, 2010 - Upcoming Day City, State Time
Location

01 Thayer, IN {(Newton County) 7:00pm CDT Lincoin
Twp Fire Dept., 3130 East 1177 North Road,
Contact Information: 219-285-0833

08 Fowler, IN {(Benton County) 6:00pm CDT Fowler
Theater, 111 E. 5th 5t. **Please note this class is
700 PM Eastern Time/600 PM Central Time***
Contact Information: 765-884-6000

*10 Fermi Lab, IL (DuPage County) Tom Skilling
Tornado Seminar, Noon CDT, Enter the Fermi Lab
grounds via the west entrance off Kirk Road

*10 Fermi Lab, IL (DuPage County) Tom Skilling
Tornado Seminar, 6:00 pm CDT, Enter the Fermi
Lab grounds via the west entrance off Kirk Road
12 Calumet City, IL {(Cook County)} 6:30pm CDT
Calumet City Library, 660 Manistee St. Contact
Information: 312-603-8180

14 Evanston, IL (Cook County) 7:00pm CDT
Lorraine H. Morton Civic Center, Parasol Room, 4%
Floor, 2100 Ridge Ave. Contact Information: 312-
603-8180

21 Paxton, IL (Ford County) 7:00pm CDT Paxton
ERS, 134 West State St

22 Rensselaer, IN (Jasper County) 6:30pm CDT
Jasper County Sheriff's Office, 2171 N. McKinley
Contact Information: 219-866-1352

26 Clarendon Hills, IL (DuPage County} 7:00pm CDT
Church of the Holy Nativity, 55" and Richmond
Contact Information: DuPage Radio Club 630-985-
0527

28 Wauconda, IL (Lake County) 3:30pm CDT
Wauconda High School, 555 N. Main St. Contact
Information: 847-416-7504

28 Wauconda, IL (Lake County) 7:00pm CDT
Wauconda High School, 555 North Main St. Contact
Information: 847-416-7504

* Tom Skillings’ presentations are not NWS
sponsored but are informative.

Those who can’t attend one of these sessions, but
are still interested, download the Basic Spotters’
Field Guide from
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/brochures/basicspot.
pdf. Happy spotting - be safe and stay dry!

Prepared by Bill Rowe, AB95V


http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/brochures/basicspot.pdf
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/brochures/basicspot.pdf
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You know you’re a Radio Geezer
when...

— ——

Tl¢

TI¢

TI¢

..you have more tools than you'll

ever need, but can't find them.

..you need to keep your radio's

user manual on the desk.

..your antennas are getting
smaller and closer to the
ground.

...it's been 40 years since you've

had the snot shocked out of you.

...you forget the band plans.

...you check into the weather net,

the noontime net, the Bell
Telephone net, and some other
net just because they are there.

...you still have a phone patch and

Q multiplier in the cabinet.

...your radio warms up faster than

you do

..RF gets into your hearing aid.

E ...you have to find your teeth to
have a QSO0.

E ...you can't see the parts used to
make radios.

E ...you used to have a real ham
shack

E ...you know how to properly tie a
wire bundle using waxed string.

E ...some of your test gear you built
is older than your adult children.
E ...you add light in front of your
radio so you can read the dials.
E ...the neighbor kid annoys you

with his rap music so you get on
six meters and call CQ when the
is no chance of a band opening.

E ...you buy a piece of gear only to
find out you already had one in
the garage you forgot about.

E ...you can no longer log, make
QS50's and drive at the same
time.

E ...you realize a Life Membership in
the ARRL is no longer a good
value.

Many thanks to Bill Smith N6MQS of w
ww,artsci.com, fon

Duckworth KB6TL/, and the Newsletter
of the San

Bernardino, California Microwave
Society.
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Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting -
March 3, 2010

Club Officers / Board Members / Committee
Chairpersons present:

Cliff Sowka, K9QD

Kent Ochs, W9KAO

Bob Mcintyre, W9DXR
Annie Mitchell, KCO9CUN
Mark Deelsnyder, KBO9VHA
Bruce Widenhoefer, KB9JE]
Rob Glowacki, N9MVO

Jim Campbell , KBO9RGU
Leo Ribordy, NONBH

The meeting was called to order by at 7:15 pm by
Annie Mitchell.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Treasurer’s Report — Kent Ochs reported there is a
balance of $3,106.22 as of the end of February.
One of our largest annual club expenditures, our
club insurance premium, has been paid this month
for $320.00.

Secretary’s Report - Nothing new to report tonight.

President’s Report — Cliff Sowka reported that we
have twelve kits put together to hand out to new
hams who take their license exams. Cliff wants to
make a presentation on semiconductors .

Membership ~ Leo Ribordy has taken over
membership. He asked the board members for
suggestions on how to improve club membership
and create interest in the club. Leo could use
suggestions and ideas from club members.

Public Service ~ Andy Sharkey will be working on
Public Service again this year.

RHG Newsletter/Publicity -Mark Deelsnyder
reported the RHG is being prepared to be issued.
Articles are still needed for upcoming RHG issues.
Articles could be used for the March issue.

Repeater System — Rob Glowacki reported that we
are in need of a new crystal to control the repeater
frequency. He also reported that a rebuilt link
receiver and exciter are going to be installed in the
near future.

Construction Project —Construction project
meetings are being held on the 2" and 4
Saturdays of the month and will continue through
April of this year.

VE Testing/eBay Sales — As reported last month,
Larry Carr will not be able to do testing for a month
or two but will still conduct testing when he

returns. Tom Doyle will take over the testing until
Larry returns. Larry is looking for someone to take
over eBay sales.

Social Activities — Kent Ochs had an idea for a short
term operating event combining the club picnic
with a contest event. A location and shelter
facilities would be needed to host the event.
Several possible locations were suggested.

Nets —-The club information net is held at 8pm on
Thursday night. Technical netis 7:30pm on
Tuesday evenings. A new net chairperson is
needed. Rob Glowacki has set up a group of
people to keep this activity going through May.
Rob will ask for additional volunteers at the next
club meeting.

Education - Annie Mitchell is continuing to look
into setting up education activities.

Fox Hunt - Bruce Widenhoefer, KB9JE] reported
that fox hunts will begin again this Spring
somewhere around April.

Meeting Programs — The board again discussed
ideas for new programs for this year.

Em-comm - No report.

Field Day —~ Geoff Stevens reported that he is ready
to begin preparation for this year’s Field Day. The
ARRL rule packet has been issued.

OLD BUSINESS

Kent Ochs presented potential by-law changes to
limit serving simultaneously as both a director and
a club officer. These changes are related to Article
V and Article VI of the board rules dealing with
qualifications. Kent asked the board to consider
his suggestions and discussion will continue at the
next meeting.

REVIEW OF RECURRING CLUB CALENDAR
Articles may now be submitted for the March RHG.
NEW BUSINESS

Cliff Sowka moved that we allow up to $100
expenditure for a new crystal for the repeater
system. Geoff Stevens seconded the motion and it
carried unanimously.

The board discussed Kent Ochs suggestion to
combine our club picnic with an operating event
this year.

Bruce Widenhoefer, KB9JE], moved that we change
our club picnic this year to a twelve hour event on
Saturday August 21 which would include the
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North American 55B QS50 contest as the operating
event . Kent Ochs seconded the motion. The
motion passed unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT
Meeting closed at 8:55 PM.

Respectfully submitted by Bob Mcintyre, W9DXR
Secretary

Minutes of the Regular Meeting
Schaumburg Amateur Radio Club, Inc
Thursday, March 18, 2010

President, Cliff Sowka, K9QD, called the meeting to
order at 7:02 PM. The question for the evening
was “What antenna do you use for 2 meters?”
Rubber ducky, } Pole, beam, ¥4 wave vertical
antenna were among many answers given.

There were 29 people in attendance at the
meeting.

OLD BUSINESS

Treasurer’s report - Kent Ochs, W9KAO reported
that the club has a balance of $3,106.22 at the end
of February. Our ciub insurance policy was paid.
We are tracking well to the budget.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND TREASURER'S
REPORT

A motion was made and seconded by DJ Traxler to
accept the Treasurer’s and Secretary’s report as
printed in the February RHG. Rob Glowacki
seconded the motion. The motion carried by
unanimous vote.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Net Control - We are currently in need of a new net
control chairperson. Rob Glowacki, N9MVO, has
arranged the schedule for the next few months. If
you are interested in helping as a net control
person please contact Rob.

Membership — No report this evening.

Public Service - Andy Sharkey, K9AND, sent out a
recent email highlighting a request he received for
public service assistance in Southwestern
Wisconsin. If you are interested please contact
Andy.

Repeater -Rob Glowacki reported that the
repeater is working fairly well. Hopefully an
update will be made soon on the 440 side to
improve reception.

Construction Project - Ted Lester, AB9SZ, reported
that the construction project is in still in operation.

Please bring in ham radio equipment if you need
help with repairs. Meetings are held on the second
and fourth Saturdays at Tennis Plus on Payne road.

RHG/Publicity —Please send articles in to Mark
Deelsnyder, KBO9VHA. General articles on ham
radio related topics are needed or items for sale.
You can even submit a picture of your shack.
Submitting an article for the RHG could get your
name put into a drawing at year-end.

Education — Annie, KCOCUN reported that she has
obtained a potential class site and will be working
on putting classes together. She is looking for
instructors to help teach classes. Please contact
her if you are interested.

Em-Comm - No report tonight. if you are
interested in volunteering to help with Em-comm
please contact Bob Langsfeld, WB9TZC.

Program Chair - Program ideas are needed and a
new program chairperson is also needed. Cliff
Sowka encouraged anyone in the club interested in
making a presentation to please volunteer. If you
know of someone who could present an
electronics or ham radio topic please let us know.

Fund Raising - No report tonight.

EBay Sales ~ Larry Carr will be transitioning out of
Ebay sales.

VE Testing - Testing is held on the first Saturday of
the month from 9am to 12 noon. Larry Carr will be
out of town but will work on giving tests when he
returns.

Social Events — There are no events scheduled for
March.

Fox Hunting - Bruce Widenhoefer reported that
fox hunts could begin again as early as next
month.

Field Day - KC9QGH, Geoff Stevens is looking for a

chairperson or co-chairperson for Field Day. He is
also looking for a new GOTA tent operator.

NEW BUSINESS

For this evening’s program, Cliff Sowka, K9QD will
make a presentation on semiconductor device
fabrication and packaging.

The regular meeting was closed at 7:47 pm

Respectfully submitted by Bob Mcintyre, W9DXR
Secretary
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SARC Logo Merchandise

Our 2 logo's have been registered with Cabela's
corporate outfitters. Their catalog is online at:

www.corporateoutfitter.cabelas.com

After you decide what you want, it is best to
order by phone. (877 - 892 - 4424)

You will need to provide them with:
Our customer number: 44833693

The account is in my name:
Carl Peterson, 306 Rush St., Roselle, 1L 60172

You will need YOUR credit card number. The
items will be shipped directly to YOUR house.

Below are copies of each Logo. The Logo
number, which is needed at the time of
ordering, is located in the lower right hand
corner. Note that we have registered 2
different Logo's.

if | can be of any help, don't hesitate to
contact me.

Carl Peterson, KBOWCA 630 295 8240

Logo #30017580

We need your input for the next RHG!!

_ Operating stories

_ Station construction

_ Operating accessories

_ Packet and computer hints

_ Product reviews

_ Plug your upcoming DXpedition
_ Cartoons

__Your idea here

Please consider putting an article
together today!

Article authors get entered into next
year's Prize Drawing!

ht ® 1993 by Greg Trook
= > - :
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"Sorry about the noise, | tripped...anyway, the name
here is Roy...| am located near downtown Chicago,
and I've been a ham now for 20 years..."



http://www.corporateoutfitter.cabelas.com/
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H VE TESTING RESULTS o Schaumburg Amateur Radio Club
P =N NEXT EXAMS: Jo =0 Monthly Treasurer’s Report
/3T May 1, 2010 February, 2010
T\CQ\’)f{ Park District CRC ; Sr. Lounge.
= Results for March. 6, 2010, test
session: L
NUMBER NEW LICENSE or Beginning Balance $3,213.70
CLASS TESTED UPGRADE Expenses
Technician 3 3 Debit Card — ATT Phone Bill $32.98
gftrlgra' é (1) 1041 - IL. Repeater Association $12.00
7 7 1042 - Seabury & Smith - insurance $320.00
NEW LICENSES: Total Expenses $364.98
X TECHNICIAN*H+*
Daniel Ellis KCORTT Deposits
Hollis Weller KC9RTU Misc. Receipts $43.50
William Faeh KCORTW Dues/Radio sale/50-50 $214.00
) Total Receipts $257.50
E*ZE%AE?\I%?{AL**** Ending Balance $3,106.22
Scott Stephen  KC9RTV
The SARC-sponsored VE exam sessions are held at 2010 SARC OFFICERS
9:00 a.m. on the first Saturday of each month President: Cliff Sowka K9QD
(unless it is a holiday or advised to the contrary by Vice Pres. Russell Schmidt KCONUV
Schaumburg Park District) at Schaumburg Secretary: Bob Mcintyre WIADXR
Community Rec Center (CRC); 505 N. Springinsguth Treasurer: Kent Ochs WOIKAO
Road; 5chaumburg, IL. The CRC is located at the Director: Annie Mitchell KCOCUN
S.E. corner of Springsinsguth and Bode Road. Park Director: Bob Mcintyre WOIDXR
in the North lot and enter through the North doors. Director: Bruce WidenhoeferKB9JE]
Testing will be in the Senior Lounge just inside the Director: Geoff Stevens KA9QGH
doors. Signs will be posted to guide the way to the Director: Jim Campbell KBORGU
room.
The fee for taking a VE exam is $14.00. CLUB COMMITTEES
According to the FCC, the test fee allows an Pr°9ram5_ . ) Qpen )
examinee one attempt to pass or fail each of the Social Activities Kim Bettasso
three examination elements. In addition, the order Membership Leo Ribordy, NONBH
in which the examination elements are taken is not Education Annie Mitchell, KC9CUN

restricted; they may be taken out of sequence.

As in the past, an identical fee will be assessed to
any applicant who fails an exam and wants to retest
at the same session. The only condition is that the
same exam (identical set of questions) cannot be
given to the

applicant. Since all our exams are unique, this is not
a problem at our sessions.

Larry Carr NO9A

W5YI-VEC CVE & Test Session Manager
847-593-8658

E mail: NO9A@ARRL.NET

Public Service

Andy Sharkey, K9AND

Emergency Communications Bob Langsfeld, WB9TZC

Special Events / Field Day
Publications

Publicity

Net

Technical Assistance
Fund Raising

Fox Hunt Coordinator
Repeater

Geoff Stevens, KASQGH
Mark Deelsnyder, KBSVHA
Mark Deelsnyder, KBSVHA
Rob Glowacki, NOMVO

Bill Smead, K9IiM

- Open -

Bruce Widenhoefer, KB9JE]
Rob Glowacki, NOMVO


mailto:N09A@ARRL.NET

Schaumburg Amateur Radio Club

P.O. Box 68251
Schaumburg, IL. 60168-0251

Deliver To:

Thursday Night 8:00 Net
S.A.R.C. Repeater

145.230 MHz - 600 kHz
PL=107.2

442.275 MHz +5 MHz
PL=114.8 Hz

Don't forget to check into the net! It will
only take a minute and will let other club
members know how you sound on the
club repeater. The net features current
club news, weekly NEWSLINE, news from
other clubs and (of course) the swap-and-
shop. Encourage your friends who are not
yet members to check in with as well.
Keep in mind that this is an open net and
we encourage everyone to check in. See
you Thursday at 8p.m.

The Schaumburg Amateur Radio Club,
Inc., is organized as a general not-for-

profit corporation in the State of lllinois to
render public service whenever applicable
to the needs of the community and further
various pursuits of amateur radio as a
hobby. Meetings are generally held on
the third Thursday of each month. Visitors
are always welcome.

Please send all submissions for the Radio

Hill Gazette to the following address:
SCHAUMBURG AMATEUR RADIO

CLUB, INC. 790 Washington Blvd.
Hoffman Estates, IL 60169-3077

Or E-mail to: sarcrhg@comcast.net

We solicit letters, articles, news items,
quizzes, advertisements, suggestions, and
criticism -- plus anything else you can

think of, including ideas to improve the
RHG!

The editor reserves the right to edit
submissions due to size or formatting
limitations. S.A.R.C. shares newsletters
with a number of other clubs. We
scrutinize their publications very closely
to make sure that we do not infringe on
any copyrights. As a matter of form, we
try to acknowledge all prior sources.

Unless otherwise clearly identified as
copyright protected, all material in the

RHG may be used when due credit is
given to the author and to SARC.

SARC
Services Organization.

The Schaumburg Amateur Radio Club
publishes the Radio Hill Gazette monthly.
Opinions expressed herein are those of
the contributors and not necessarily those
of the Schaumburg Amateur Radio Club.
All contents of the Radio Hill Gazette,
except where noted, are 02008 of the
Schaumburg Amateur Radio Club Inc.
Articles and other material may only be
copied when proper credit is given to both
the author and to SARC

SARC Home Page URL:

hitp://n9rjv.org

AMATE Up

is a recognized ARRL Special
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